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The North Atlantic Treaty (1949)

Washington D.C. - 4 April 1949

The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all
governments.

They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilisation of
their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of
law. They seek to promote stability and well-being in the North Atlantic area.

They are resolved to unite their efforts for collective defence and for the preservation
of peace and security. They therefore agree to this North Atlantic Treaty:

Article 1

The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, to settle any
international dispute in which they may be involved by peaceful means in such a manner
that international peace and security and justice are not endangered, and to refrain in their
international relations from the threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the United Nations.

Article 2

The Parties will contribute toward the further development of peaceful and friendly
international relations by strengthening their free institutions, by bringing about a better
understanding of the principles upon which these institutions are founded, and by promoting
conditions of stability and well-being. They will seek to eliminate conflict in their international
economic policies and will encourage economic collaboration between any or all of them.

Article 3

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and
jointly, by means of continuous and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and
develop their individual and collective capacity to resist armed attack

Article 4

The Parties will consuit together whenever, in the opinion of any of them, the territorial
integrity, pofitical independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened.

Article 5

The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North
America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, f
such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective
self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations. will assist the
Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other
Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and
maintain the security of the North Atlantic area.

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be
reported to the Security Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security
Counci has taken the measures necessary to restore and maintain Intermational peace
and security.
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Article 6 (1)

For the purpose of Article 5, an armed attack on one or more of the Parties is deemed to
includa an armed attack:

* on the temitory of any of the Parties in Europe or North America. on the Algernian
Departments of France {2). on the temitory of or on the Istands under the purisdiction of
any of the Parties in the North Atiantic area north of the Tropic of Cancer;

« on the forces, vessels, or aircraft of any of the Parties, when in or over thess temitories
or any other arga in Europe in which occupation forces of any of the Parbies ware
stationad on the date whan the Treaty entered into force or the Mediterranean Sea or
the North Atlantic area north of the Tropic of Cancar.

Article 7

Thes Treaty doss not affect, and shall not be intarprated as affecting m any way the nghts and
oblgations under the Charter of the Parties which are members of the United Nations, or the
primary responsibiiity of the Security Council for the maintenance of intamational peace and
security.
Article 8
Each Party deciares that none of the intemnational engagemants now in force batween it and

any othar of the Parties or any third State is in conflict with the provisions of this Traaty, and
undertakes not 1o anter into any intemational engagement in conflict with this Traaty.

Articie 0

The Parties haraby establish a Council, on which each of them shall be representad,

to consider mattars conceming the implementation of thes Treaty. The Council shall be

s0 organisad as to be able to meat promptly at any tme. The Council shall set up such
subsicdiary bodies as may be nacassary; in particular it shall astablish immeadiataly a defence
committee which shall recommend measures for the implementation of Articles 3 and 5.

Article 10

The Parties may. by unanimous agreement. invita any other European State in a position to
further the principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the secunity of the North Atiantic arca
to accede to this Traaty. Any State so invited may become a Party to the Traaty by depositing
its instrument of accassion with the Government of the Unitad States of Amenca. The
Government of tha United States of Amarica will inform aach of the Partias of the daposit of
aach such instrument of accassion.

Article 11

This Treaty shall be ratified and its provisions camied out by the Parties in accordance with
thesr respective constitutional processas. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited
as soon as possible with the Government of the Unitad States of Amenca, which will notify
all the other signatonies of sach daposit. The Treaty shall anter into force between the States
which have ratifiad it as soon as the ratifications of the majority of the signatonies, including
the ratifications of Belgium, Canada, France. Luxembourg, the Netherdands, the United
Kingdom and the United States, have been deposited and shall come mto effect with respact
to other Statas on the date of the deposit of their ratifications. (3)
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Article 12

After the Treaty has been in force for ten years, or at any time thereafter, the Parties shall,
if any of them 50 requasts, consult together for the purpase of reviewing the Traaty, having
regard for the factors then affecting peace and secunty in the North Atiantic area, including
the devalopment of universal as well as regional amangaments under the Charter of the
United Nations for the maintenance of international peace and security,

Article 13

After the Treaty has been in force for twenty years, any Party may cease 1o be a Party oné
year after its notice of denunciation has been given to the Government of the Unitad States of
America, which will inform the Governments of the other Parties of the deposit of ach nofice
of denunciation.

Article 14

This Treaty, of which the English and French texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in
the archivas of the Govemment of tha United States of Amenca. Duly certified copies will be
transmitted by that Govemment fo the Governments of other signatones

1, The definition of the temitonas to which Article 5 applies was ravisad by Articks 2
of the Protocal 1o the North Atiantic Treaty on the accassion of Greece and Turkay
signed on 22 October 1051,

2. On January 18, 1983, the North Atlantic Council notad that insofar as the former
Algerian Departments of France were concerned, the relevant clauses of this Treaty
had become inapplicable as from July 3, 1062,

3. The Trealy came into force on 24 August 1949, after the deposition of the ratifications
of all signatory states.
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Résume :

Le besoins a la sécurité international a contraint la communauté internationale
a créé des organisations régionales sous 1’égide des Nations Unies pour appeler
a la paix et la sécurité internationales, mais les conflits laissés par la guerre
froide ont entrainé des crises politiques dans les pays en développement.
Notamment des conflits internes, de I’insécurité et une violation flagrante des
droits de I’homme, incitant les nations unies a défendre le principe de la
responsabilit¢ de protéger aprés 1’échec de la mise en ceuvre du principe
« I’intervention humanitaire ».

L’OTAN a adopté ce principe en tant qu’organisation régionale issue de
I’union des pays européens, des Etats-Unis d’ Amérique et du Canada, pour unir
leurs efforts en matiere de défense et renforcer la coopération afin de réaliser la
sécurité nationale et la paix internationale.

L’intervention de ’OTAN en Libye est basée sur le principe de responsabilité
de protéger, sans pour autant intervenir dans la reconstruction du pays.
Cependant cette intervention a engendré des résultats négatifs par la bascule de
la Libye dans une crise politique, économique et sécuritaire sans fin.

L°’OTAN s’est prohibé I’intervention au niveau de la Syrie et du Yémen au
nom de la responsabilité de protéger en dépit de la nécessité urgente de mettre
fin aux violations des droits de I'nomme et des crimes de guerre et les génocide
visés par le Statut de la Cour pénale internationale.



