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US DOD : USA Department Of Defense
ICRC : International Committee Of The Red Cross

CCW : The Convention On Prohibitions Or Restrictions On The Use Of
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed To Be Excessively

Injurious Or To Have Indiscriminate Effects
P /PP : Page/ Pages

PARA : Paragraph

DOC: Document

HRC: Human Rights Council

VOL: Volume

NO: Number

GGE: Group Governmental Experts On Emerging Technologies In The Area
Of Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems

IEEE: Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
LAWS: Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems

IHRC: Irish Human Rights Commission
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2. « Allow commanders and operators to exerciseappropriate levels of human judgment over the use of
force » US. Department of Defense, Directive Number .3000 .09, November 21 ,2012, Incorporating Chang 1,
May 2017.

13 Ibid.pp.13- 14.

14 1bid.pp.13— 14.
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15 United Kingdom Ministry of Defense, 2017, Unmanned Aircraft Systems, Joint Doctrine Publication 0-30.2,
p. 111, [hereinafter: UK Joint Doctrine of 2017]. available date accessed at 25 /05/2025 :
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/640299/20170706_JDP_0-
30.2_final CM_web.pdf

r il gadl) e Canail) (ai sla =16
« Weapons systems that are capable of carrying out tasks governed by IHL in partial or full replacement of
a human in the use of force, notably in the targeting cycle, » UN.DOC.CCW/GGE.1/2017/WP.9, p6, Para29.

tgadll e e sailggl) 2ol Cinyat ols =17
« Autonomous Weapon System : A weapon that, without human intervention, selects and engages targets
matching certain predefined criteria, following a human decision to deploy the weapon on the
Understanding that an attack, once launched, cannot be stopped by Human intervention ».
UN.DOC. CCW/GGE.1/2017/WP.2, p.1, Para5.
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2L_ European Parliament Resolution of 12 September 2018 on autonomous weapon systems (2018/2752(RSP)),
Official Journal of the European Union, C 433/87, Para B, date accessed 15/04/2025 :
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151 « Initial evaluation of fully autonomous weapons shows ... such robots would appear to beincapable of
abiding by key principles of international humanitarian law. They would beunable to follow the rules of
distinction,proportionality, and military necessity ... Fullautonomy would strip civilians of protections
from the effects of war that are guaranteedunder the law ». Human Rights Watch (2012), Losing Humanity :
The Case Against Killer Robots, available at 1- 2, Date accessed at 1/06/2025 :
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Abstract :

The military Field has witnessed significant development with the emergency of weapons relying on artificial
intelligence, enabling them to make decisions autonomously. This transformation has changed the nature of wars,
which have traditionally depended on human presence. This shift has raised international concerns, especially given
the absence of human intervention to control autonomous lethal weapons, leading countries to differ in their views
on these weapons—some advocating for regulating their use Under international

Humanitarian Law, while others call for a total ban. These differences highlight the urgent need to establish specific
agreements aimed at regulating the use of these weapons while considering ethical and humanitarian considerations.
Despite the unique characteristics of these technologies, they pose ethical, legal, and technical challenges that
cannot be overlooked. These challenges include delegating the decision to kill to machines, as well as the difficulty
of determining liability in cases of errors and violations due to the lack of human intervention. Additionally, the
possibility of programming malfunctions or mechanical failures in these machines could lead to catastrophic
outcomes, such as their inability to distinguish between targets and to adhere to humanitarian standards, which
threatens the continuity of human existence. Concerns in the international community about the capability of
autonomous lethal weapons to comply with international humanitarian Law have thus increased.
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Lethal autonomous armed systems, Artificial intelligence, international humanitarian Law, Technologies.




