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Dystopia is a virtuous city, yet it is extremely contradictory; as it suffers from a deep
functional defect, hence it replaced utopia in the twentieth century. Dystopia refers to (a
real or an imaginary) corrupt, terrifying or undesirable society, located in the speculative,
characterized by dehumanization and the dominance of totalitarian governments; a society
which suffers from poverty, pollution, social deterioration and political suppression. On the
other hand, dystopian fiction represents one of the clearest manifestations of the post-
modernization novel aesthetics. Although dystopian themes appeared in Arabic fiction prior
to the Arab Spring—which a lot of critics related its popularity to that genre of the novel.
Some models unveiled the interaction of the novel with the political context in which it
was written. Furthermore, it explored new areas which the traditional novel did not
approach through its predicting of the future, the inventions and the destinies of human
beings as the result of the overuse of technology.

Dystopia is one of the creative phenomena that have received which, in the recent years, a
significant interest from both writers and critics. This study seeks to explore the critical
efforts that have paid special attention to the dystopian novel , trying to evaluate these
studies and to identify the methodologies employed in exploring the aesthetics of the
novel , the ways of its formation and the ability of the novelists to handle the themes on
which the novel focused through its research for its peculiarity among the dominant genres;
in contrast to critics' attempts to limit these themes in fixed elements , despite its variance
of presence form one novel to another. The study reached several conclusions, the most
notable of which is that studies did not stop at a specific concept of dystopia, but rather
relied on Western concepts. Furthermore, studies lacked original sources and relied in
practical application on concepts from classical novels.

Keywords: dystopia — criticism — technology — aesthetics of novel - method - ways of
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