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Abstract:

This study explores Ibn Arabi’s approach to the Quran by examining how he frames the
Holy Book within the context of his thought. Although there is no detailed exposition that
can fully portray the deep interweaving between his philosophy and the Qur'an—or the
way he often presents original and compelling interpretations of its verses—the study
argues that one of the key elements in Ibn Arabi’'s method of interpreting the Qur’an lies
in his distinction between two divine commands: the creative command (arnr takwini),
represented by the generative word “Be” (kun), and the prescriptive command (amr
takliff), which defines the mandates and prohibitions of prophetic messages.

While most religious scholars emphasize the Qur’an’s instructive and legislative role, Ibn
Arabi focuses more on its portrayal of the objective reality of existence and consciousness.
Although philosophers also concerned themselves with the actual state of being, Ibn Arabi
believed that their rational approach was too bound to intellect and transcendence,
preventing them from perceiving the whole picture. Divine speech, as expressed in the
sacred text, provides the clearest possible account of reality, revealing true existence
through both rational and imaginative language—free from the constraints of logic or myth.
Ibn Arabi understood every perceivable truth—whether divine or human, natural or ethical,
spiritual or material—as the speech of God. He saw similarities everywhere, attributing all
things to the one Speaker. His existential rather than legal or moral method is exemplified
in a passage where he explains that divine speech is expressed in the form of the cosmos,
the human self, and the Qur’an. Indeed, the divine command—the basis of knowledge and
religious practice—is nothing but God's word. Yet this same divine word is the creative
“Be” that brings all things into existence. This is a fundamental truth of divine unity: There
is no speaker but God. As he says in a line of poetry: "There is nothing but silence, and
only the Truth speaks. There is nothing but God, for there is no creator but Him." Those
who listen to the Truth, the Exalted, are His servants—that is, all of creation—for every
creature serves God by following the creative command in all that it does.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Qur’an, Interpretation, Necessary Being, Creative Command,

Prescriptive Command
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