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Art and Orientalism from the Perspective of the Novel An Interpretive
Approach to the Dialectic of Art and Colonialism in the Novel "Aseer Al-
Shams” (Prisoner of the Sun) by the Algerian Novelist Hamid Abdelkader
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Abstract :
This article seeks to deconstruct the relationship between art and Orientalism through the
experience of the French painter Eugene Delacroix, as portrayed in the novel The Prisoner
of the Sun by the Algerian novelist Hamid Abdelkader. The novel offers a critical reflection
on the role of art within the colonial enterprise by revisiting Delacroix’s journey to Algeria
and his creation of one of his most renowned paintings, Women of Algiers in Their
Apartment. Through this narrative, the novel penetrates the depths of the Orientalist vision,

particularly in its exploration of the intricate relationship between discourse and power.
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