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Abstract:

The animal-told story, or fable, is a narrative form in which animals serve as the main
characters and speak as humans do. This literary genre has existed across various
human civilizations, including the Arab and Greek traditions. Among the most
renowned authors of this genre are Abdullah Ibn al-Mugqaffa’ in “Kalila wa Dimna,”

Aesop in “Aesop’s Fables,” and Jean de La Fontaine in “La Fontaine’s Fables.”
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The style of these tales is symbolic, and their purpose is moral guidance and instruction.
Life in the animal world, as depicted in these stories, mirrors human society; the
essential distinction lies in reason, the divine gift that distinguishes humankind from
other creatures.

These narratives are rich in structural and artistic elements, including dialogue between
characters, a clear narrative sequence — beginning, conflict, and resolution — and a
moral lesson that concludes each story.

This article-based study selects and analyzes a number of representative fables,
exploring their thematic and symbolic dimensions. It highlights a unifying message
captured in the saying: “The envious have accused you of every flaw, yet your only flaw
is that your beauty is beyond reproach.”

Keywords: loyalty, betrayal, supporting character, opposing character, deception,

victory, animal-told story.
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