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The dystopian dimensions in the novel “Alone the Pomegranate

Tree” by Sinan Antoon
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Abstract:
In Western literature, dystopia was considered as a sub-genre of science fiction. The Arab
world did not know attempts at dystopian novels until recently, especially after the failure
of what is known as the Arab Spring revolutions.
In this paper, we explore the dystopian dimensions of the novel “Alone the Pomegranate
Tree” by the expatriate Iragi novelist Sinan Antoon, through the formations of death, which
represents a central, overwhelming theme of the novel, and the nightmarish structure that

frames the narrative rhythm, and focusing on the character of the nonconformist embodied
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by the novel’s hero, Jawad Kazem, in his resistance to tyranny, violence and sectarianism,
and his existential reflections on death.

In conclusion, we found it necessary to reconsider the definition of the Arab dystopian
novel, because the darkness of reality exceeded the limits of dystopian imagination, so the
term must be expanded.

Keywords: Dystopia; Death; The non-belonging; Nightmarish structure; Bitter reality.
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