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The Arab Self between the tides of dystopia: A interpretetion

appeoach in the novel (the Fangs of City) by Ismail Ghugqat

as an example
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Abstract:

This research paper aims to highlight the opposing relationship between utopia and

dystopia in the Algerian fiction, as two phenomena that do not meet on a single scale
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within human life. Just as society is based on opposites, the Algerian novel has carried such
demarcations, in which there is a call to prove the absent self. And its correct awareness,
and all of this is only part of the human ambition to search for the lost paradise in a world
where corruption and chaos are widespread, and it is a journey from place to nowhere,
and from time to eternity, Here the role of the novelist is highlighted in creating this ideal
world after that intense battle to get rid of the corrupt city and be liberated from it and
then move to the virtuous city where there is peace, serenity, justice and security, and
injustice, violence and persecution are absent.

In light of this cognitive background, which has its roots in ancient philosophical
thought, the central idea of this contribution is the depiction of the struggle of the self in
the novel “The Fangs of the City” by Ismail Ghumugqat between the strong tide that pushes
it to prove the ideal place where it finds stability, i.e. the virtuous city, and the strong tide
that pushes it back. So what is the fate of the self in this novel? Will it reach the virtuous
city or will it remain in the corrupt city? To what extent will the semiotic approach reveal
to us the true definition of utopia and dystopia in this novel?

Keywords: Utopia, dystopia, self, place, nowhere.
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