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Anthology of Genres in Arabic Literature (Ancient and Modern) in
Western Orientalist Thought: The Encyclopedia of Orientalists by

Abdul Rahman Badawi as a Model.
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Abstract:
In his book "The Encyclopedia of Orientalists," Dr. Abdul Rahman Badawi provides a
detailed and extensive account of the scientific and intellectual activities of Orientalists. In
this work, we focus specifically on those activities related to Arabic literature, both ancient
and modern, excluding other Arab intellectual, scientific, and cultural achievements,

whether traditional or modern. Based on this, we attempted to extract from this
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encyclopedia all the scholarly efforts in study, writing, authorship, as well as editing,
translation, and publishing, along with all the activities and interactions that Orientalists
engaged in regarding this literary output in all its forms, genres, and artistic styles—poetry
and prose. We organized them thematically according to their types and genres (poetry,
prose, story, maqama, travel literature, drama, proverb, wisdom, testament, etc.) and
chronologically based on the life of each Orientalist, to assess the importance and interest
in Arabic literature and determine which literary genres Orientalists focus on most,

according Dr. Abdul Rahman Badawi's "Encyclopedia of Orientalists."

Keywords: Anthology, literary genres, Abdul Rahman Badawi, Encyclopedia of Orientalists.
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