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The impact of Arab civilization on Western civilization through the
book "The Sun of Arabs Shines on the West."
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Abstract:

The West has been interested in Oriental studies since the beginning of the 16th century,
and this interest intensified, with academic specialists emerging in the 19th century. It is
well known that most Orientalists held biased views against this civilization, while some

adopted a more neutral stance, advocating for knowledge without succumbing to
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nationalistic bias. According to Edward Said, one of the motives behind the emergence of
Orientalism was to instill doubt among Muslims regarding their religion and to distort
their history, stemming from feelings of inferiority and a deep-seated fear. Amid this
apprehension, racism, and superiority complex, an important book entitled “"The Sun of
Arabs Shines on the West" was published, stirring controversy in both the East and West.
This timeless work, authored by the German Orientalist "Sigrid Hunke," unveiled many

truths that Western Orientalism sought to hide, ignore, or distort.

Keywords: Sigrid Hunke, Arab civilization, Western civilization, Orientalism, knowledge.
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