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Abstract:
The research focuses on the analysis of a genre of ancient narrative genres that revolve
around religion and beliefs. To achieve our objective we relied on the story of "the People
of the Trench" mentioned in the Quran, which has been narrated in many religious works
related to the interpretation of the Quran. We have worked on this story as a narrative
genre, like other popular narrative genres, due to its narrative characteristics. This story
embraces, as any other religious stories, artistic, structural, and content facets that are no
less valuable than the rhetorical elements found in classical narrative genres. Among the
factors that triggered our interest in this story is first and foremost to address the
usefulness of the tools provided by the theory of discourse, and the expansion of this
theory to include the analysis of narrative texts that were previously unfamiliar in discourse
analysis. In the introduction, we provided an insight on the overall objectives of this study
through the presentation of the topic and the exposition of the related problematic issues.
We then moved on to the structural characteristics of the narrative story such
as narration, events, setting, and time. We then tried to identify the narrative content
presented by the story of “the People of the Trench" in particular, and we ended by focusing
on the most distinctive feature of this story, which is the active presence of elements of
the strange and the mythical, besides the religious aspect, the primary content of this story.
We finally considered the story of "the People of the Trench" from the sides of historical
truth and metaphorical analysis. Through our focus on these elements, we tried to extract
the major characteristics of the story, along with stating the moral and religious purposes
that the narrative story of “the People of the Trench" seeks to consecrate in its real existence
(the religious memory of the nation) and in its symbolic and metaphorical existence. We
have concluded this research by highlighting the most important results reached from the

analysis of the various components of the story.

Keywords: narrative, structural, fantastic, referential, metaphorical.
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