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The political and military role of Arnaout in the Maghreb provinces during
the Ottoman era: Study models
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Abstract

This research aims to clarify role of Albanians, also known as “Arnaouts”, in the Ottoman
provinces of the Maghreb. Recruited by the Ottoman Empire to secure its borders and territories, their
presence extended beyond the traditional regions of the Levant and Egypt, reaching the Maghreb soon
after its annexation. Notably, Albanians held key positions, including provincial governors and naval
commanders. Their expertise and extensive experience allowed them to develop a unique and effective
leadership style, contributing significantly to their success in these roles. We relied on the historical
and analytical methods to analyse the reasons for the presence of these elements in the Maghreb and
the circumstances that contributed to their emergence in the region. We also followed a comparative
historical approach to compare the characters.

We concluded that participation in the field of political and military life in this remote part of
the Ottoman provinces played an important role in shifting the interest of the sultans and ministers.
This shift, driven by the successes achieved, led to the appointment of many Arnaout and even
Christians who converted to Islam to high positions within the Ottoman Empire, including roles such
as prime minister and commander of the Hamayouni fleet. The Arnaout spared no effort in sharing
their experiences with those they worked with, whether they were fellow Albanians or individuals

under their command.
Key words: Arnaout, Algeria, Tripoli of the West, Tunisia.
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