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Abstract:

The current study aims to understand the cultural and social dimensions associated with the process of
building traditional Chaoui and Saharan housing by providing an anthropological interpretation of a material
cultural complex, characterized by symbolic richness between the materials used in its construction and the
meanings they carry, with ecological, cultural, economic, and social determinants. The dwelling is a response
to a biological need, shaped by a network of cultural symbols. The study seeks to address the issue of need
and meaning in Chaoui and Saharan housing and to understand the relationship between the dwelling and its
inhabitants. The ethnographic method was relied upon to examine those functional cultural determinants that
contribute to housing construction, by taking a sample of houses in the White Valley and Ouled Souf, and
conducting open interviews with 20 individuals. The study concluded that in the Chaoui community, housing
is influenced by challenging cultural and environmental determinants, characterized by simplicity in
engineering and aesthetic form. In contrast, Saharan housing, which is influenced by the hot climate and
determinants arising from its cultural desert environment, necessitates complex architecture, diverse spatial

divisions, and a search for beauty in the appearance of the dwelling.
Key words : Housing, architecture, Shawi community, desert community.
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