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Abstract:

The religious transformation and conversion to Islam in Ottoman Algeria are among the
complex historical phenomena related to the social, religious, and political interactions of that time,
mainly in the 16th century. That era was characterized by many overlapping cultures and religions,
thanks to religious tolerance, which paved the way for Christians, who were European captives, to
coexist with Algerians, mainly after some of them converted to Islam due to certain sociopolitical
causes. Thus, they formed a new element, known as the Euldjs or the converted, and played a vital role
in military and political affairs. To integrate into Islamic society, they had to follow a set of steps and
customs, which included joyful celebrations to welcome the new Muslim and circumcisions.
Nevertheless, Christian clergymen viewed the celebrations and circumcisions as torture against
Christians and a forceful imposition of religion. Consequently, foreign literature shed light on the so-
called oppression against Christians in Algeria. Based on this, this paper shall focus on Christians’
conversion to Islam and circumcision, and on how Western sources viewed these practices and
attempted to tarnish the image of Islam and Muslims.
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