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Abstract:

In this article, we examine the goals and mechanisms of French colonial policy in Algeria,
focusing on the legal framework and administrative tools used to project an illusion of colonial
authority's prestige among the colonized population. The term “prestige of authority” frequently
appears in French administrative correspondences exchanged between high-ranking government
officials. These communications often justified the arbitrary actions of local authorities against
Algerian natives and, in many cases, advocated leniency towards these authorities and their agents in
instances of legal violations or misconduct. This leniency aimed to uphold the perceived superiority
and dominance of colonial power in the eyes of the natives. Conversely, the Algerian population was
systematically made to feel inferior, fostering a diminished sense of self-worth and discouraging
demands for rights equal to those of European settlers. This dynamic highlights the deeply ingrained

racist and discriminatory policies of French colonial rule.
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7 - veeu du conseil général de Constantine, session d'avril 1885.
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8 - Voir : Arr. min du 14 Novembre 1874, in :B.0.G.G.A, année 1874, imprimerie typographique et
lithographique, A. Bouyer, Alger, 1875, pp.735-742.
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° ANOM, 93703/ 79, Lettre (brouillon) de I'administrateur des Maadid, Edouard Murat, au procureur de Sétif,
non datée, rédigée au début des années 1910. )

10, ANOM, 93 703 / 71, Lettre de I'administrateur Edouard Murat, au substitut du procureur a Sétif, le 2 avril
19009.

543



$3Dlea (19) yie sl Gyl 50 el 0051 320 e sLoniaddll Bga o,

LIMazuls awlddl clesradl slas| dubw 5 @oludul allas DB o Ll
(LARCHER,RECTENWALD, 1923 : 477)

Lo 339 Uluall sadat Oliauy 4u>lios (LARCHER.E) 4y Jus! of Jo¥) Aagll i 13
Ot dsadll Aad @ Joadl Tudly asbaall wlelhal Lol Al @ Jeso ALl plladl ade (aiy
Q9 ¢« el L) Jazg cchuatll uias gag W 5T oo oy ST Gliwe o ¥ tellalud]
«Jlassdl dpepd of allamly Glag Led g b jadd ¥ 03] omid i Jody saall lia
Ll dgs9 Al alladl oy Lagd lia .auuas ¢l « (LARCHER , RECTENWALD, 1923 : 99-100)
GBlad 13) 859, 068 08 s cdabeadl A Gylased Luly dlidand (§ 0 M8 Sllalud) cny Juaall Tue
sy « pyamin paize 3 5bies Sllaludl bad Tawd oo dded s e daleall Slaaazlly ¥
liagein (oo lilad calizs pgedn Ogilally Alaall o Lead cdabus Jild pe 4y alall Lgllas i
. (LARCHER , RECTENWALD, 1923 : 477) «..55all JSII Lalii>lg Lelme S35

N GEeYE ¥l O e dalud) 2sbinad) L) !l clalell sda (S8
G Lesddy Laskeiel @3 lapeg calloadl lud Agl 2 J> LA Jasis (e lazd) ad 95udly 55 00 pall
b oo allaly (wilgall sda ay @3 @F SMJla¥l 09" Lele GILT 1875 ale (A55il8 slge (S
Baclall ga Ligilally uwloud! s Ldind) ool 1080y 1944 Luyle 07 2,le J) AU & s gazdl lss
o) " I Aty

e i) 2 gilal) Baglaill § Aeasall Aslal! "aLall” 4

Slale yaseds Jl Bugazd! doull dalud) oy il 1870 diw (5Suall (Sl Lgdw day
i ) e aplae cillalis 1860 (Lsy81 05 1,8 mmie gl asdl liae Jla¥l qglsely o Sl
G Aglaal) clalull dimgay £33 51,8 aladl @Sladl juinl 1872 (55448 26 390 Jlaredl g cipiall
osSauadl of sl Guylo¥l J) cllaladl ells bgzes @iy oLyl Jla¥1 Ggalssll e aiazy oS
" (CIRCONSCRIPTIONS CANTONALES) &cllaall cilusgll

sae 5 Leday cLge @ay> 18 O (A1 el jany aladl @Sladl 5lel 1874 jadgs 14 4
g layly slall Casgs § Ll Bole] urgiud @I (aosall Wy (¥l alail (e 3uSHLI o ladll
2o Osmadl § e zlls ol Wl § Jlae¥l dalaill ols (ol dpulaall cllaludl (aay
Paidall Aa it 3581 g0 day Adle el e o ,8 A8l

Ol lgelbatul @@ 23 o wSall e Jr Aasime Sliye Yy Zauly Sleodio sLall (S5 o
2o ey cldg copalad) Jla¥1 3> § Aallae Cmpal (@ls cod Agiad) loMliall ells 19 glay
ol 8,0 @kl Aa¥l Lt Lo 1308 Lxeea Ladoesg Lotlinn ooy clld als Lo i yall collalu)

- Arr. min du 26 février 1872, art.7, in : B.O.G.G.A, 1872, douziéme année 1872, imprimerie typographique et
lithographique A. Bouyer, Alger, 1872, pp. 63-64.

2 - Arr. min du 14 novembre 1874, art.27, in : B.O.G.G.A, 1874, imprimerie typographique et lithographique, A.
Bouyer, Alger, 1875, pp.735-742.
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14 .. ANOM, GGA 19 H 59, Plainte anonyme d'habitants des fractions de douar Ouled Rachid, Tighrit, Ouled
Allaoua et Baugtament, contre I'adjoint indigéne Abada Ahmed ben Haouas au gouverneur le 30 septembre
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