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The representation of the hand in the rock art of Ahaggar central Sahara
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Abstract: Rock art is considered one of the most important archaeological pieces of evidence left
by prehistoric humans to express their natural environment, daily life, and lifestyle within their
geographical surroundings. Rock art has been found in several regions of the world, and Algeria is one
of the most important and largest open-air museums, as it has a rich and diverse iconographic record
that includes rock drawings and inscriptions of high scientific value. This research paper deals with the
topic of rock drawings related to the shape of the hand, which is considered a global symbol, tangible
and mobile traces of prehistoric peoples in the Algerian Desert in general and in Al-Ahaggar in
particular. Its meanings remain ambiguous and difficult to analyze and extrapolate to this day despite
technological development and artificial intelligence which helps in archaeological research, including
revealing all the details. All prehistoric art scholars agree that the hand is the simplest rock art
representation of spontaneous artistic cultural expression. The Al-Ahaggar region contains many
representations of the hand in various techniques and colors, as many archaeological discoveries in the
last years of this century showed rock facades representing the mysterious and drawn shapes of the
hand, as they appeared in the form of negative and positive hand prints, whether isolated, grouped,

connected, visible, or silent.
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