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The Isma‘ili base in Ikjan: Between the qualifications of attraction
and the implications of abandonment
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Abstract:

This study examines one of the mysteries surrounding the Isma‘ili Shi‘ite presence in the
central Maghreb that has not received its due share of research. It aims to investigate the circumstances
surrounding the Isma‘ilt Shi‘ttes transfer of their capital from Ikjan to Raggada, by stating the most
prominent qualifications that tempted them to make Ikjan their base during the da‘wa phase, then
addressing the reasons for their revolt against it after their success in defeating the Aghlabids, and the
backgrounds of the final break with it, according to a methodological approach that combined
description and induction supported by analysis in a manner that is consistent with this type of topic.
We concluded that the factor of possessing qualifications played a decisive role in the case under
study. When Ikjan possessed the elements for the success of the Isma‘ili political project, it was
adopted as a base for da‘wa. After the establishment of the state, the Fatimids’ stakes increased, which
necessitated the search for a space that possessed the qualifications that were consistent with this new

reality.
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