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ABSTRACT :

The right of defense is one of the fundamental guarantees ensuring the protection of the
accused during the judicial investigation stage. For this reason, the Algerian legislator has
strengthened the role of the lawyer and enabled his intervention from the earliest stages of
criminal proceedings. The study highlighted the rights and powers granted to lawyers during
preliminary investigations and before the Public Prosecutor, including communication with and
assistance to the accused, as well as access to certain investigative procedures in order to
safeguard defense rights and ensure a fair trial.

The study also emphasized the lawyer’s role in newly introduced procedural mechanisms,
such as criminal mediation, appearance based on prior admission of guilt, and immediate
appearance procedures. These mechanisms aim to enhance the effectiveness of criminal justice
while preserving the legal guarantees granted to the accused. The study concluded that Law No.
25-14 on Criminal Procedure has reinforced the lawyer’s position and expanded his role during
the investigation stage, thereby strengthening the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms
and promoting the principles of justice and procedural legality.

Keywords: Lawyer, accused, defense, public prosecution, investigating judge, judicial police,
fair trial, indictment, presumption of innocence, investigation, pleading, evidence, stay of
proceedings, temporary detention, conditional release, penalties, criminal procedures, defenses,
methods of appeal.




